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15 September 2023

Why was Amami Oshima designated as a World Natural Heritage Site? With this question in
mind, we embarked on a flight to Amami Oshima on September 15th, with a layover in
Kagoshima. Looking at the map, it seemed like Amami Oshima was closer to Okinawa
Prefecture, but historically, after the Ryukyu invasion in 1609, Amami Oshima became part

of Satsuma Domain, which is today's Kagoshima Prefecture.

Upon arriving at Amami Oshima Airport, we rented bicycles and explored Amami Park and

the Amami no Sato. Our understanding of Amami Oshima deepened gradually.

From a latitude perspective, Amami Oshima is close to Egypt, Morocco, Zhejiang Province in
China, and Houston in the United States. However, it possesses an evergreen broadleaved
rainforest, thanks to the gift of the Kuroshio Current. The Kuroshio Current brings warmth
and moisture to this land, and there is even a forest in Amami called the "Kuroshio no Mori."
Rainforests are known to carry the richest biodiversity on Earth, and a multitude of species
forms the foundation of species diversity here. What makes Amami Oshima unique also is its
remote geography and low population. These conditions are essential for the independent
evolution of numerous species within Amami's rainforest. The low population density
provides favorable conditions for species diversity. In 2021, four islands were designated to
the World Natural Heritage list: "Amami-Oshima Island, Tokunoshima Island, the northern
part of Okinawa Island, and Iriomote Island." Although these islands may not be connected
on the map, they share the common feature of rich rainforests and relatively low human
disturbance. One of the most typical examples is the stark difference in natural characteristics
between the northern and southern parts of Okinawa Island due to a significant population

disparity.

In the evening, we stayed in Uken Village and witnessed a starry sky that is rarely visible in
Tokyo. It is said that Mt. Minetayama Park in Uken Village is even more famous for its "Star-

filled sky with stunning scenery".How magnificent!









