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In the past few days, we have helped local residents preparing for the harvest festival,
participated in sumo wrestling competitions, and performed the Hachigatsu Odori(August
Dance) in three communities of Uken Village. The local residents provided us with delicious
food and happily communicated with us. The cultures of different countries were sublimated
through our friendly conversation. We were deeply attracted by the traditional culture of this
small island and moved by the simple enthusiasm of the island residents. Even on the day we
were about to leave, the Village Head came to hotel to see us off and expressed his most

sincere thanks and blessings to us. After bidding farewell to the village chief and villagers, we
took the bus and left Uken Village with reluctance.
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Afterwlards, we went to theAAma‘mi island; World Nétural Heritage Conservation Center and
visited the exhibition hall. Thanks to the efforts of the staff, we were able to see the life of
nocturnal animals on Amami islands. Later, Ms. Okitsu( 7 &'~ )from the Ministry of the
Environment gave us a lecture on the environment and history of Amami islands, introducing



the local ecological tour guide system and some problems influencing local ecological
protection.

Amami islands was registered as a World Natural and Cultural Heritage thanks to the island’s
unigue ecosystem and biodiversity. However, after the COVID-19 epidemic subsided, the
problem of overtourism became serious again. Nocturnal animals (the Amami black rabbit)
are killed by high-speed vehicles, and endangered insects and reptiles are targeted by
poachers. The conflict of interests between the development of the tourism economy and the
protection of the ecosystem may continue in the future. We place our hope in passing on the
ecological environment of Amami islands to future generations and will continue to study
how to develop high-quality ecotourism in Amami islands.

After expressing our gratitude to the staff, we headed to the last stop of the trip - the
mangrove forest. In Japan, vast tracts of natural mangroves can only be seen in Kagoshima
and Okinawa. For most members of the team, this may be the first time they to see the plant
mentioned in the textbook. Under the guidance of the teacher, we went deep into the
hinterland of the mangrove and learned about its habitat characteristics and its ability to



convert seawater into fresh water. At present, the area of natural mangroves around the world
is gradually decreasing, but the mangroves on Amami Oshima are relatively well protected,
which is a remarkable achievement. Looking at this green ocean in the distance, we got on
the bus and headed to Amami Airport, ending this unforgettable research trip.

During the short trip on the 19th, the biggest gain was learning about the development status
and existing problems of eco-tourism on Amami Oshima in the lecture at the World Heritage
Conservation Center. Achieving sustainable and high-quality ecotourism requires a
consensus of interests among tourists, local residents, tourism companies and government
organizations. Given the limitations of economic and human resources, tourists are expected
to have better awareness of environmental protection to reduce the occurrence of poaching.
In addition, more enforceable laws and regulations are needed to guarantee the rights and
obligations of tourists. We hope that the World Natural Heritage of Amami Oshima will
convey the concept of harmonious coexistence between man and nature to tourists from all
over the world through tourism promotion and protect the diversity of culture and ecological

systems.




We are very grateful to the Global Environmental Studies of Sophia University, the Uken
Village Municipal Government of Oshima County, Amami City, and Japan Airlines for their
material and transportation support. We hope that through our learning and promotion,
more people can participate in the activities of protecting the Amami islands World Natural
Heritage and contribute to the development of high-quality eco-tourism in a way that is
suitable for the local area. This small southern island has left us with unforgettable memories
that it will continue to bring to more visitors in the future.
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