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Date: 17th September
Group: Nagara

Hachigatsu-Odori day in Amami Oshima Island

Today, in 17 September, we have attended Hachigatsi- Odori dance festival in Nagara, Suko and Yuwan
villages of Amami-Oshima Island. Hachigatsu-Odori means Dance of August. This dance held in every
year in September. It was interesting why it named to Hachigatsu-Odori even it is held in September.
According to the former lunar calendar, the current month is August. This traditional event has been
conducted continuously for around 400 years. Local communities are danced in a circle and sing songs by
holding drums until night. The dance motions are little bit different between villages. In this festival, the
locals celebrated their successful harvests and also pray for the next harvest. Before the festival, students
helped to each villages’ preparation of the festival. For example, Nagara students helped to prepare the
rice balls and cover them by the basho leaves. Other villages didn’t cover the rice balls by leaves. Because,
Nagara villagers believe that the leaves protects it from the bacteria. Male students attended local sumo
wrestling in each village and female students wore Yukata. The students have danced with locals and
enjoyed this festival very much. The feature of this year’s festival is it was held for the first time after the
pandemic Corona that shut everything down about 4year. Thus, all villagers are waited for it long and

excited to celebrate it.


















